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Washington Historic Preservation Commission Meeting 
Council Chambers of City Hall 

405 Jefferson Street 
Washington, Missouri  63090 

 
Monday, November 16, 2015 at 6:00 PM 

 
Minutes 

 
Present      Absent    
  
Bryan Bogue, Chairman     Julia “Ellie” Hight 
Steve Strubberg, Vice-Chairman 
Carolyn Witt         
Rick Hopp       
Danielle Grotewiel      
Jamie Holtmeier  
Bridgette Kelch, Advisory 
Joe Holtmeier, City Council Liaison 
Josh Brinker, City Council Liaison 
Walter Meyer, City Council Liaison 
John McCreery, Building Official 
 
Approval of Minutes from September 21, 2015:  Bryan Bogue inquired if everyone had a chance to 
review the minutes.    Danielle Grotewiel made a motion to approve the minutes and Steve Strubberg 
seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved. 
 
New Business 

 
1. Design Review for DW Baseball Company signage, 4 Lafayette Street, Suite 100, the historic 

Zachariah Foss House, 1846, located in the National Register Downtown Historic District  
 
Duncan Whittington came before the commission with his plans for a new sign for the retail space he 
will occupy in downtown Washington.  He said he is a baseball guy and has always loved the sport.  
His business is to manufacture and sell baseball gloves and bats.  Everything is American made.  He 
said we reside on the main floor of the building and will have our retail space on the lower level.  He 
said he fell in love with the place.  It is so historic looking and looks like a space that a retail store 
should be.  He said he tried to make the sign historic looking to go with the building.  He said he will 
be using an existing bracket and the sign is made of wood.   
 
Bryan Bogue said we do have pictures of it so we all know what it looks like. 
 
Carolyn Witt pointed out to Bridgette Kelch that he lives upstairs. 
 
Bridgette Kelch said she knows.  She said that we have been hearing about you for a long time and 
have been pestering Andy Unerstall about when you are opening your shop.   
 



Washington Historic Preservation Commission  2 | November 16, 2015 
 

Duncan Whittington said he was doing that too because Christmas time is coming.   
 
Bridgette Kelch asked when you will open. 
 
Duncan Whittington said we need to get our sign approved.  Our occupancy inspection is scheduled 
for Friday and then we need to get our business license.  We hope to be open by small business 
Saturday. 
 
Bryan Bogue said that is fantastic.  After some discussion Bridgette Kelch made a motion to issue the 
Certificate of Review.   
 
Carolyn Witt seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved. 
 
Bryan Bogue said we have done some design reviews by email and we need to have them approved also 
so we can get them into the minutes and make them official.  The first one is the one we did for Four 
Seasons Florist at 211 Elm Street.  It was for the replacement of two signs.  The signs are already up 
and look fantastic.   
 
Carolyn Witt made a motion to approve the signage for Four Seasons Florist and Danielle Grotewiel 
seconded the motion.   A vote was taken and unanimously approved.   
 
Bryan Bogue said the second one is the Chamber of Commerce at 323 West Main Street.  Bryan said 
the windows are going to be taken back to their original full size.   
 
Bridgette Kelch added that they are not putting the awnings back on the building.  Those windows are 
a lot bigger than what you would think.  They almost go all the way up to the top of the building.  
They are doing the industrial windows that would have been in there originally when it was built. 
 
Danielle Grotewiel made a motion to issue a Certificate of Review and Rick Hopp seconded the 
motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved. 
 

1. Education 
 
There was no education item this month. 
 

2. Curb Appeal Award 
 
Carolyn Witt said at this time of the year there isn't much curb appeal. 
 

3. Creating New History Award  
 

Carolyn Witt said she would like to present Andy Unerstall the award.  What she would like to have is 
a picture of the concrete plant and a picture of the new development there for the newspaper article.  
That will tell everyone exactly what we are all about.  We’ve taken an eyesore that was an economic 
boom to our community but relocated it and replaced it with historic infill.  It looks amazing.   
 
Bryan Bogue said that is a great idea. 
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Danielle Grotewiel said the signs are done but she has forgotten to pick them up. 
 
Carolyn Witt said that even if Immanuel Lutheran gets back to us we may want to wait until spring.   
 
Bryan Bogue welcomed our new Building Official, John McCreery. 
 
Carolyn Witt said she was thrilled to read in the newspaper that you are coming here from Webster 
Groves and have experience with old buildings.  That is so key for us because 21st century zoning 
doesn’t necessarily go with 1700 and 1800 buildings so we hope we can forge a really good 
relationship. 
 
Bridgette Kelch asked John McCreery if he worked with the commission from Webster Groves. 
 
John McCreery said he did not. They have an architectural review board of five licensed architects that 
reviewed any project in the historic district for anything that affects the exterior appearance.  
Sometimes it was good and sometimes he wasn’t so sure.  Sometimes they would try to make a 
statement versus doing something that was more appropriate with what was existing.  John said he is 
looking forward to working with the commission. 
 
Bryan Bogue said we look forward to working with you as well. 
 

4. The Jasper House at 320 Lafayette Street, Property Restrictions 
 
Bryan Bogue said we now have a revised copy of the amendments to the original restrictions.  Danielle 
Grotewiel will read through the revised copy so we can approve them at tonight’s meeting. 
 
In regards to 320 Lafayette Street, the Washington Historic Preservation Commission recommends the 
following restrictions be placed on the property when it is put up for public sale by the City of Washington: 

1. Under no circumstances may the property be demolished, unless a natural disaster or an unforeseen 
incident that causes irreparable damage occurs and a credentialed official deems it a total loss. 

2. The property will become a mandatory review and mandatory compliance with the Washington 
Historic Preservation Commission 

3. This structure can be renovated for commercial, residential or mixed use. If residential is chosen, no 
more than two housing units should be placed in the structure 

4. Make every effort to reopen all the original window openings and have the proper windows for the 
time period it was constructed. 

5. No sandblasting the brick. 
6. Keep the structure painted and utilize the National Trust for Historic Preservation’s color pallet. 
7. Project renovation must be completed within 18 months of the sale of the property 

 
Carolyn Witt made a motion to accept the revised amendments (which were read tonight but 
discussed at our last meeting).  Danielle Grotewiel seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and 
unanimously approved.   
 
Bridgette Kelch said on behalf of this commission, Downtown Washington has applied for a grant for 
training.  Danielle Grotewiel and I have been making progress on that.  It is scheduled for February 
26-27, 2016, a Friday and Saturday in the Council Chambers here at City Hall.   
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Danielle Grotewiel said Friday will be a lunch training which will be about tax credits and is open to 
anyone but is geared towards contractors, real estate agents and commissioners.  The next session will 
be for anyone also but will be geared toward commissioners, city and county officials and building 
inspectors to find out what the Historic Preservation Commission is for, what it does and how to work 
together.   On Saturday we will have four sessions, a keynote speaker and a round table.  The proposed 
trainings for Saturday are historic windows, all about brick, re-pointing, lunch on your own with time 
to shop, appropriate materials and we are looking for someone to come in to talk about energy 
efficiency in historic buildings.  The keynote speaker will be on restructuring or economic vitality and 
then a round table afterwards for any questions. We are still working out the details.   
  
Bryan Bogue said he thinks the agenda sounds great and it will be a really good training.  He thanked 
them for working on it. 
 
Danielle Grotewiel said she hopes it will attract a lot of people to Washington.   
 
Old Business 
 

1. Budget Report  
 
Jill Straatmann said the only change to the budget is $12 was spent for three picture frames for the 
Curb Appeal Award.   
 

2. Conferences 
 
Bryan Bogue said Washington will be hosting the Missouri Main Street Conference from July 26-28, 
2016. 
 
Carolyn Witt said that is also when the National Alliance of Historic Preservation Commissions is 
having their conference in Mobile, Alabama but we won't be able to make that, we’re going to be busy. 
  
Danielle Grotewiel said she had applied for five scholarships to attend that conference but with the 
staffing changes at Downtown Washington she missed the deadline.  We did make the second round 
for the intense survey of the potential International Shoe Historic District so we should be getting 
funding for that.   
 
Bridgette Kelch said the National Main Street Conference will be held in Milwaukee, Wisconsin from 
May 22-25, 2016. 
 
Carolyn Witt said that she and Jill Straatmann attended the Missouri Preservation Conference in 
Cape Girardeau, Missouri.  She said it was really good.  They had some great tours.  We toured 
Elmwood which is a private residence that is for sale.  We all just hope they can find a buyer who will 
maintain it as it is.  It has been in their family for a really long time. 
 
Jill Straatmann said that since she received a scholarship to attend that conference she is working on a 
report to submit to Missouri Preservation.  Once it is complete she will email it to all of you so by the 
meeting in January you will have already read it.  There is also a jump drive with all of the 
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presentations from all of the sessions and will work out some way to get all of that to you.  They had a 
great selection of sessions and tours and really had a lot to choose from.   
 
Carolyn Witt said we went on a tour to two theaters which were right across the street from each 
other.  One was a movie theater and the other started as a vaudeville house.  They got a grant just to 
explore what shape the building was in to know what could be done.  Carolyn said she thought that 
was a very interesting thing.  That is where they are in their process.  We get a real buzz about theaters 
since we have one here in Washington.  It was fun to see them with such enthusiasm.   
 
Bridgette Kelch said she was just in Canton, Missouri for Missouri Main Street training and it was 
held in their 1940 theater.  It is about same size as the Calvin Theater and completely renovated.  It 
was perfect.  The stage was even as small as ours.   
 
Bryan Bogue asked if they went over how they got their funding to do that. 
 
Bridgette Kelch said they did.  It is held by a non-profit so that is how they were able to do it all. 
 
Bryan Bogue said it really needs to be to be in order to get the funding. 
 

3. Information Plaques for Historic Buildings 

 
Danielle Grotewiel said she has sent out everything we have to the property owners for their approval.  
Once we have that we can place the order and then we will be caught up and can start on 2016. 
 
Bridgette Kelch said that if you saw any of the Fox 2 News stuff they pointed out at least one of the 
plaques and had it on video.   
 
Bryan Bogue said it was really nice.  They did really good coverage of downtown Washington. 
 
Bridgette Kelch said they picked those locations out themselves.  A lot of people have asked me how 
they chose one business and not the other.  Nobody local made any choices, it was all chosen by Fox 2.  
If you are happy or sad, you can take it up with them. 
 
Bryan Bogue said he has had a few people ask him about that too so that is good to know. 
 

2013 Plaques 
1. 323 West Main Street, Washington Laundry Inc. (Chamber of Commerce) need owner approval, will 

install plaque after the building renovations are complete 
2. 401/403 West Main Street, (commercial address) Hibbeler Building 

77 Cedar Street (residential address) owner has installed plaque, ready for photo 
 
2014 Plaques 
1. 8 West Second Street, The Theatre Verein, ready for photo 
2. 10 West Second Street, Schnier Building, (Dr. Radetic’s Office) ready for installation  
3. 18 West Second Street, Huppert Building, (Unnerstall & Unnerstall CPA) 
4. 20 West Second Street, Weber Building, vacant, need owner approval 
5. 211 High Street, City Auditorium-need approval from city 
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2015 Plaques 
1. 103 Elm Street, Laumann-Ernst Building, (BFA), need owner approval 
2. 106 Elm Street, Commercial Hotel Addition (Bah Yarns/114 Elm Street, northern section of Cowan’s 

Restaurant (one building) Per Marc Houseman this building is technically an addition to the Commercial 
Hotel.  It was built as a restaurant for the hotel. need owner approval 

3. 111 Elm Street, Trentmann Building (Altemueller Hallmark) need owner approval 
4. 113 Elm Street, Beckmann Building, (United Mutual) need owner approval 
5. 114 Elm Street, Dickbrader Hardware, (Cowan’s Restaurant main entrance) need owner approval  
6. 120 Elm Street, Washington Bakery (was Three Ladies on the Corner) need owner approval 

 
Other Business 
 
Bryan Bogue said we need to work on getting the resignation from Ellie Hight.  Since she was 
approved by the City Council we need to get that before we can get someone else appointed. Bryan 
said there are multiple ideas for new members. 
 
Bridgette Kelch said we may need to drive to Cape Girardeau to get it but we will. 
 
Jamie Holtmeier made a motion to adjourn and Steve Strubberg seconded the motion.  A vote was 
taken and unanimously approved. The meeting of the Washington Historic Preservation Commission 
ended at 6:30 PM. 
 
The next scheduled meeting of the Washington Historic Preservation Commission will be held 
Tuesday, January 19, 2016 at 6:00 PM in the Council Chambers of City Hall.  

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 


