Minutes of the February 27, 2012 Meeting

Washington Public Library

Board of Trustees
Members present:  Frank Suda, Marsha Riggs, Linda Sellmeyer, Linda Bartle, Maria Brady-Smith, Jon Bauer, Nell Redhage (Director)

Members absent:  Butch Droege, Cynthia Hoffman, Connie Groff and Walt Meyer, Council Liaisons
The meeting was called to order by Mike Hopkins, President.  The minutes of the January, 2012 Library Board meeting were reviewed. A motion was made by Jon Bauer, seconded by Linda Sellmeyer, to approve the minutes.  The motion passed.

Diane Lick, president of the Friends of the Library, reported that they have been very busy with preparations for the library opening. There will be an executive meeting of the Friends on Thursday, March 8 at 10:00 am. The group will meet with Gary Grosse from Ziglin Signs, the digital sign designer, and work on plans for the Grand Opening. The Friends will pay for the digital marquee.

Diane discussed their plans for the Grand Opening including catering by Ginger’s for the Friday evening invitation-only reception, speeches and a slide show of the construction project. The ribbon cutting will take place at 1:00 p.m. on Sunday, April 15.  She also reported that more volunteers are needed for book moving during the week of March 19-23. 

There will be a children’s plaza opening on May 5 and children’s author Ashley Wolff will be making a presentation of her newest book, Baby Bear Sees Blue. The Friends would also like to donate a statue of a bookworm for the children’s garden.

Nell Redhage gave the librarian’s report, including the statistical report for the month of January. She distributed a list of all the renovation expenses that have been charged to the Capital Improvements Fund to date.  As of February 14, the total expenditure is $2,806,732.16. 

Nell reported that the move into the renovated library will begin in two weeks. Moving the books and equipment will probably take about two days and then there will be the job of unpacking the books, hooking up the computers and preparing for the library to open.  The library will be closed for three weeks for this endeavor.  An article has been placed in the newspaper and no books will be due back until after April 2.

Eighteen new computers were purchased with part of the FF&E funds from the ½ cent Capital Improvements Fund.  A portion of the Library Development Fund distribution approved by the Board last month will be used to buy a computer server, LISTEN software clients, barcode scanners, two printers, a staff refrigerator and a bike rack.  

Linda Sellmeyer moved to approve the Librarian’s Report and Frank Suda seconded. The motion passed. 

Marsha Riggs gave a presentation of the library landscaping plan designed by Dave Wehmeyer of Hillermann’s Nursery, which has been approved by the Parks Department.  Members of the most recent Master Gardeners class have volunteered to donate their time for planting and maintaining the beds.  The city is providing compost and mulch. Hillermann’s will also be hosting a fundraiser on June 7 called “Garden Geek Night.”  There was discussion about whether donations could be run through the Friends of the Library so that they will be tax-deductible. 

There was discussion regarding the Velma Jones Stroetker Service Award.  It will be presented during the Grand Opening on April 15.  The Board voted to honor Catherine Woolley and Carolyn Witt with the award.
There was discussion about funding for the landscaping project and Jon Bauer moved that the cost be fronted from the Library Development Fund and that this fund be reimbursed in whole or part by donations.  In this way the project can proceed without waiting for donations to come in. Linda Sellmeyer seconded the motion. The motion passed. 

The committee that revised the Board’s bylaws presented their draft copy.  Some minor changes were made by the Board.  The by-laws revision committee included Frank Suda, Marsha Riggs, Cynthia Hoffman, Linda Sellmeyer and Jon Bauer.  It was MSP that the revised by-laws be approved.
There was a roll call vote to go into executive session for reasons of personnel in order to perform the Director’s annual review.  This was completed and there was another roll call vote to proceed back into open session.  

Jon Bauer moved, seconded by Linda Sellmeyer, to adjourn the meeting.  The motion carried.

Next Board meeting will be March 26, 2012 at 7 p.m. in the new library meeting room.

