Minutes of the July 22, 2013 Meeting

Washington Public Library Board of Trustees.

Members present:  Frank Suda, Linda Sellmeyer, Linda Bartle, Maria Brady-Smith, Nell Redhage (Director) Butch Droege, Donna Kohne, Mark Hidritch (Council liaison), Diane Lick (Friends of the Library)

Members absent: Marsha Riggs, Jon Bauer, Jeff Patke (Council liaison)

The meeting was called to order by Frank Suda at 7 p.m.  The minutes of the June, 2013 Library Board meeting were reviewed. A motion was made by Leon Hove, seconded by Linda Bartle, to approve the minutes.  The motion passed.

Diane Lick, president of the Friends of the Library, reported that they have purchased twenty new chairs for the library meeting room. They are also getting ready for the annual book sale. There will be a preview opening on September 20 and the sale will be open to the public on September 21-22. The book sale will be held in the city auditorium. Traditionally, the Friends earn about $3000 at this event.  The Friends are planning to purchase a hand held microphone and stand as well as $2500 worth of DVDs. 

Nell Redhage gave the librarian’s report, including the statistical report for the month of June. The door count is down from a year ago, and although the number of e-books is not tracked, there are a lot more people accessing them. Internet usage is way up as is the wireless count. Meeting room usage is constant. Program attendance is good due to the summer reading program.  There are two weeks and two more programs remaining in the children’s summer reading program. The adult summer program has concluded. 

Nell says that the financial report is on track regarding revenues and expenses at this point in the budget year. 

Scenic Regional Library will request a tax increase on the April, 2014 ballot. They are asking for a total of twenty cents, up from ten cents.  They have not had a property tax increase since 1959.  They wondered if Washington Public Library would be interested in merging with the SRL system. After some discussion, the Board did not feel that this would be advantageous at this time.  

Leon Hove moved to approve the Librarian’s Report and Linda Sellmeyer seconded. The motion passed. 

Frank Suda reported that the Personnel Committee has been receiving applications and will be reviewing them soon. 

Nell distributed a draft copy of the Missouri Public Library Standards. She served on this committee and the document has been submitted to the MLA for approval. The guide gives standards as well as guidelines on how to reach those standards. The board reviewed sections on Structure, Governance and Administration and the Core Competencies for Directors and Staff. 

Butch Droege moved, seconded by Linda Bartle, to adjourn the meeting. The motion carried.

The next meeting will be held on August 26, 2013 at 7:00 pm in the library meeting room.

