
 MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE  

URBAN FORESTRY COUNCIL 

CITY OF WASHINGTON, FRANKLIN COUNTY, MISSOURI 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 20, 2016 

 

A meeting of the Urban Forestry Council took place on Wednesday, January 20, 2016.  Those in 

attendance included Chair Mike Smith, Committee Members John Steffens, Bill Davit, April Murdock, 

Council Liaisons Mark Hidritch and Josh Brinker, and Director of Parks and Recreation/Community 

Forestry Manager Darren Dunkle. 

   

Agenda Item #1:  Call Meeting To Order – Chairperson Smith called the meeting to order at 6:32 

pm. 

 

Agenda Item #2:  Pledge of Allegiance 

 

Agenda Item #3:  Approval of Minutes – Minutes from December 16, 2015 were approved as 

submitted. 

 

Agenda Item #4:  Communications – None.  

 

Agenda Item #5:  Parks Report  

a. Tree City USA – Mr. Dunkle reported that staff had submitted both the Tree City USA and 
Growth Award applications. He further reported the following information: 
 
- City spent $11,477.20 on tree plantings and initial care. 
- City spent $4,455.00 on tree maintenance. 
- City spent $12,195.00 on tree removals. 
- City spent $28,594.79 on tree management. 
- Volunteer time amounted to $2,726.40. 

 
Total Community Forestry Expenditures = $60,688.39 or $4.34 per capita. 
 

- 82 trees were planted. 
- 282 trees were pruned. 
- 39 trees were removed. 

 
Growth award application was for the United Way Tree Campaign, Arboricultural & 
Horticultural Specifications Manual, and Phoenix Park Frog Pond and Wildflower Prairie. 
 

b. Arbor Day Celebration – Mr. Dunkle reported that the Parks and Recreation Department will 
be teaming up with Hillermann’s to present this year’s Earth Day/Arbor Day Celebration. 
Details are still being worked out, however, we do know that Hillermann’s will be giving away 
100 swamp white oaks and will be providing at least three of the six oak trees for sale to the 
public.  These trees will be 3 gallon trees. 
 



Other activities may include a speech by the Mayor, promotion of pollinating plants, 

storytelling, and children’s crafts, etc. The WIB and UFC are encouraged to participate by 

handing out educational materials etc. 

 

c. Tree Trimming and Removal – Mr. Dunkle reported that staff has begun tree trimming and 
removal efforts throughout the parks and recreation system. 
 

d. Front Street Landscaping Project – Mr. Dunkle reported that staff is working on plans to re-

landscape the portion of landscape in front and to the east of Otis Campbell’s, as well as at 

the Heritage Transportation Park.  The project could include the removal and replacement of 

existing trees and vegetation.  

 

e. Riverfront Trail Tree Removal – Mr. Dunkle reported that several declining and/or potentially 

hazardous trees along the trail corridor will be removed within the next month. Most if not all of 

these trees are potential Bat habitat trees that need to be removed by April 1st. 

 

f. Gateway Green Industry Conference – Mr. Dunkle handed out information pertaining to the 

Gateway Green Industry Conference to be held on March 1st and 2nd in Collinsville. 

 

Agenda Item #6:  Council Report – Council Liaison Hidritch stated that he had spoken to Beverly 

Hoeft of the Finance Department in regards to placing a flier insert in the water bill, and Ms. Hoeft 

stated that all information needed to be submitted by March 8th to be placed in the April water bill.  

Furthermore, she stated that it would probably cost around $600 for printing. 

Discussion took place as to who was going to pay for the cost of printing etc.  Mr. Dunkle reported 

that he was looking into possibilities to combine other efforts to cut or share the cost of printing etc.   

Agenda Item #7:  Old Business  

a) Plant an Oak Tree Campaign – Chairman Smith stated that the main reason for the campaign 

was to educate the community on the benefits of Oak Trees. 

 

Discussion followed in regards to publicizing the campaign and Earth/Arbor Day such as using 

Press Releases, Face Book, E-Mail, and on the City’s website; Having the Mayor making and 

presenting a proclamation on Oak Trees.  Further discussion took place in the amount of trees 

a person would be able to receive. 

 

b) Camp Street Bridge Planting – Chairman Smith handed out a drawing of the proposed site 
planting plan.  Discussion took place in regards to planting locations, types of trees, property 
boundaries, mowing etc. 
 

c) Water Tower Scout Project – Chairman Smith stated that Committee Member Mayer has been 
working with the Boy Scout about the project and that the scout would be presenting the 
project to the Eagle Scout Board for approval. 
 

d) Bamboo Planting – Chairman Smith reported that he is moving forward with the plan to plant 
native bamboo at the riverfront below the Hummingbird Club. He further stated that he would 
dig out the bamboo from Shaw Nature Reserve in February. 
 



 

Agenda Item #8:  New Business  

 

a. New Member Recommendation – Chairman Smith reported that Committee Member King had 

resigned her position, due to the fact that her family had moved to the St. Louis Area.  

Accordingly he would like to recommend Mr. Tom Johnson to the Mayor to take Ms. King’s 

position. 

 

b. Hillermann’s Earth Day Booth – Discussion took place regarding participating in the Annual 

Earth/Arbor Day Celebration on April 23, 10-3.  Committee will man a booth handing out 

educational materials.  Mr. Dunkle will look into the possibility of ordering seedlings to hand 

out to the public. 

 

Agenda Item #9:  Next Meeting – February 17, 2016  

 

Agenda Item #10:  Adjournment – Meeting was adjourned at 7:41 pm. 

 

 

 

MINUTES SUBJECT TO COMMITTEE APPROVAL 


