
 MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE  

URBAN FORESTRY COUNCIL 

CITY OF WASHINGTON, FRANKLIN COUNTY, MISSOURI 

WEDNESDAY, JULY 20, 2016 

 

A meeting of the Urban Forestry Council took place on Wednesday, July 20, 2016.  Those in 

attendance included Chair Mike Smith, Committee Members John Steffens, April Murdoch, Bill 

Davit, Josh Kresse, Tom Johnson and Jim Jackson; Parks liaison Josh Wargo, Parks 

Horticulturalist/Arborist. Members not present include Franz Mayer; and Council liaisons Mark 

Hidritch, Josh Brinker and Jeff Patke. 

 

Agenda Item #1:  Call Meeting To Order – Chairperson Smith called the meeting to order at 

6:30 pm. 

 

Agenda Item #2:  Pledge of Allegiance 

 

Agenda Item #3:  Approval of Minutes – A motion was made by Committee Member Steffens, 

seconded by Committee Member Murdoch to accept the May 18th as submitted. The motion 

was approved by a vote of 6-0-1. 

Agenda Item #4:  Communications – None. 

  

Agenda Item #5:  Parks Report – Mr. Wargo reported the following: 

a. Tree Trimming and Removal –Staff removed various trees, limbs and debris caused by 
the recent storms. 
 

b. America In Bloom –Prepared landscaped beds etc. site visits. 

 

c. Watering – Continue to water trees and plants during the hot weather. 

 

 

Agenda Item #6:  Council Report – None. 

Agenda Item #7:  Old Business  

a. Water Tower Scout Project – Chairman Smith reported that the ID tags are in and have 
been drilled, and that they are waiting on the wood to come in. 

 

Agenda Item #8:  New Business  

 

a. Replacement Trees – Discussion took place in regards to the replacement of trees at the 

following locations. 

 

- Third Parkway – White Oak. 



- Rennick Riverfront Park – Three Swamp White Oaks (Possibly through Project 

Communitree). 

 

b. Riverfront Management Plan – Chairperson Smith stated that he would like to see a 

workday to manage vine growth.  He also stated that another possible project would be to 

increase diversity by cleaning up the west entrance of the trail and plant Blue bells and 

Woodland Phlox. 

 

c. Hwy 100/Burger Park – Discussion took place in regards to the possibility of planting 

trees within the MoDOT Rights-Of-Way between the highway and Burger Park. Possible 

species could include Shortleaf Pine, White Oaks, Pecan, Chinkapin Oak, Red Bud, etc. 

 

A motion was made by Committee Member Kresse, seconded by Committee 

Member Steffens to support the Parks & Recreation Departments efforts to gain 

permission and plant trees within MoDOT’s Rights-Of-Way. The motion was 

approved by a vote of 6-0-1. 

 

Agenda Item #9:  Next Meeting – Work Day on August 17th. 

 

Agenda Item #10:  Adjournment - A motion was made by Committee Member Steffens, 

seconded by Committee Member Kresse to adjourn the meeting. The motion was approved 

by a vote of 6-0-1. 

 

 

MINUTES SUBJECT TO COMMITTEE APPROVAL 


