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The Gateway Gardener
showcasedWashington
in the summer edition of
its regional publication.

The America in Bloom Community
Profile Book is a compilation of infor-
mation about Washington and a sum-
mary of our town’s achievements. The
completed book was electronically
submitted to the AIB Headquarters in
Ohio. Copies were then forwarded to
the two judges scheduled to evaluate
our fair city July 7th and 8th.
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Many locals were working
from sunrise . . .

. . . to sunset.

Yes, participants
may have been a
little worn out
even… “DOG

TIRED”!
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“The judges are coming
the judges are coming!”



























A photo contest was offered to several
graphic arts classes at Washington High School,

St. Francis Borgia Regional High School
and Four Rivers Career Center.



The winning entry by
Alina L. Kramchaninova
is featured as the
supplement cover which
includes the table of
contents (page 33).
Pages 50 and 51
show the work of the
runners up:
Deanna Westhoff
and Taylor Mentz.



Among the many favorite spots for fairgoers,
the Exhibit Hall is a busy place.

Our Clean River
supporters make
a big difference!

Ripe for
the Pickin’!

Beautiful Day,
Beautiful River!



Examples of great
youth activities…

Winners, one and all!

Digging into
Washington roots!



Dear Washingtonians,

As your America in Bloom representatives in Alexandria, Virginia
and Washington DC, Paul and I thought you may be interested to
know that we sincerely felt the presence of all of you who have in-
vested so much time and energy into making this place we call home
such an outstanding city. It was a privilege and a pleasure to share in-
formation about numerous on-going community endeavors. Because
of your efforts, other attendees “stood up and took note” of Washing-
ton, MO as a very special place. They were amazed at the remark-
able number of volunteer hours invested in outstanding projects. They
were also in complete awe at the tremendous compassion shown by
civic and charitable contributions benefitting the city. Many of them
want to visit Washington because of this national exposure.

The educational sessions we attended dealt with topics such as
“Maintaining Beautiful Public Spaces”, “Care of Heritage Properties”,
“Growing Greener Communities”, “The Power of Flowers in the
Landscape”, and “Building a Healthy Canopy of Trees”. Even our
lunches were “Lunch and Learn”. One of our favorite sessions was a
group of mayors from coast-to-coast sharing their perspectives on just
how valuable AIB has been to their communities year after year.
What a positive impact!

I am grateful to Sandi Hillermann McDonald for bringing this out-
standing program to our community, to Dave Wehmeyer for his posi-
tive and strong leadership, and Mayor Sandy Lucy for her excellent
direction in moving forward.

Most Sincerely,
Sally Bocklage

Chairing the AIB project was a great experience. Being
the first year we entered the contest and my first experi-
ence with AIB, there were many unknowns. The only
thing I knew for sure was that the citizens of Washington
would be there to support me in every aspect of the
project. I remembered my experience of being Fair
Chairman, and recalled the community’s support that
year. It was no surprise, but a great honor we received
the Community Involvement Award our first year.

The involvement in AIB made me realize how blessed
we are with all of our beautiful parks. It also enlightened
me to all the upkeep it takes to maintain them.

The day I spent with the judges was another great expe-
rience. We have a lot to be proud of, but are lacking
floral color in our downtown, parks and business areas.

Overall I was very pleased with our first year. Our
community is a beautiful place to raise a family. Thanks
to all the volunteers. You are awesome. We know what
we need to improve on. “So Let’s Get Going”.

Dave Wehmeyer

Just
a note . . .



How grateful I am to my long-time friend Sandi Hillermann
McDonald for introducing me to America in Bloom. Together
we attended the 2010 AIB Conference in St. Louis and after
hearing all the testimonials, we soon decided that Washington
was ready for the challenge.

Participating in America in Bloom was a wonderful experience
for our community. In true Washington fashion, everyone pulled
together and worked tirelessly to spruce up our city. We truly put
on a good show and our efforts paid off. To be honored with the
Community Involvement Award was most appropriate.

I would be remiss if I did not credit our long list of volunteers
and our city staff whose hard work made this award possible.
Special thanks to Dave, Sally and Ralph for all their efforts.
Their leadership was invaluable. America in Bloom is alive and
well in Washington. Let’s see what we can accomplish in 2012!

Sandy Lucy, Mayor



PEOPLE YOU SHOULD KNOW

John Steffens
Bev Whitworth
Darren Dunkle, Park Liason
Connie Groff, Council Liason
Mark Hidritch, Council Liason

Mike Smith, Chairman
Peggy King, Secretary
Bill Davit
Jim Jackson
Josh Kresse
Franz Mayer

Washington Urban
Forestry Council

Karen Maniaci
Christina Reinberg
Tessie Steffens
Chantell Unnerstall
Mark Hidritch, Council Liason
Connie Groff, Council Liason

Debbie Toedebusch, President
Jerome Stuckenschneider,
Vice President

William Kackley, Chair AD-OP
Robert Kloeppel
Walt Luther

Parks and Recreation
Commission



Planting Guide (shown here) and Suggested Plant List
available at www.ci.washington.mo.us.

Click on Parks and Recreation, then go to Urban Forestry Council.



Lions Lake was
built by the
Washington
Lions Club in
1955. The Lions
planted many of
the trees that exist
today. In 1995,
the park was re-
dedicated and the
Lions installed a
fountain to cele-
brate the lake’s

40th birthday.



MEMORIAL TREES
The City of Washington Parks and Recreation Department sponsors a Memorial
Tree Program, which allows groups and individuals to donate trees to com-
memorate special events or as memorials to loved ones. Trees purchased
through this program are planted and placed in city parks, trails, and public
areas. Exact placement is at the discretion of the Director of Parks and Recreation.
Please call the Parks Office 636-390-1080 for more information.



A thumbnail sketch
of our unique, lovely and

much used community parks

MEET THE STAFF

Darren Dunkle,
Parks Director

Robin Peirick,
Recreation Director

Cindy Frankenberg,
Secretary

Tom Epple
Aaron Lewis
Joe Meador
Bruce Walters
Randy Thiemann
John Luechtefeld
Jim Luecke
Chad Alfermann
Brad Beihl
John Duke
Ryan Erdman
Doug Holdmeyer
Jerry Moore

�
Lions Lake
The Parks Department
does not reserve pavil-
ions or the Gazebo
around Lions Lake.
Based on first-come,
first-served. BBQ pits
are at each pavilion.
Picnic tables at each
location and there is
no electricity at the
pavilions.

Phoenix Park
3001 Vernaci Drive
20 acres: The newest
park in our park system
is home to passive
park areas with walk-
ing trails, ponds, and
natural areas.
Future Plans: tennis
courts, pavilion and
rest room facilities

WASHINGTON PARKS ARE OPEN FROM:

6:00 a.m. to 12:00 Midnight
with the exception of the Burger Park and Rotary Riverfront Trail
which are only open from sunrise to sunset.

Bernie E. Hillermann Park
1220 S. Lakeshore Dr
95.6 acres: Grand Avenue and South Lakeshore
Drive. Parks and Recreation Office Building, con-
cession stand, restroom facilities, 1 softball field, 1
lighted arena grandstand area, administration
building, 1 large open swine pavilion, 2 soccer
fields, 2 lighted tennis courts, Washington Fair-
grounds, ten acre lake, 1 gazebo, 4 shelter

houses, 1 lighted pavilion, playground areas, picnic tables, lighted outdoor basketball
court, sand volleyball court and walking trails.

Burger Park
900 International
30.47 acres: Hwy 100 East and International Av-
enue. 2 unlighted softball fields, one unlighted
soccer field and playground equipment. This park
is open from sunrise to sunset.

James W. Rennick Riverfront Park
#1 Elbert Dr
3 acres: Elbert Drive and Lafayette Street. 1 large
lighted pavilion, 1 medium sized pavilion, 4 mini
shelter houses, restroom facilities, picnic areas,
flag plaza and a large boat ramp for access to
the Missouri River. The Washington Bikeway Ro-
tary Riverfront trail (2.95 miles) may be accessed
at this location. The trail is open during daylight
hours only.

Krog Memorial Park
801 East Fifth Street
2.4 acres: Hwy 47 and East Fifth Streets. Picnic
areas, restroom facilities, playground equipment,
small shelter house and two lighted Veterans
Memorials.



Rotary Riverfront Trail
#1 Elbert Drive
The section of the bikeway that paral-
lels the Missouri River is named "Ro-
tary Riverfront Trail". The Washington Rotary Club
donated $20,000.00 to help with the construction of
the bikeway.
Mileage Distances
(starting point – lower level parking lot at the riverfront)
To the bridge - .63 miles
To the treatment plant – 2.65 miles
To the gravel parking lot at Southpoint – 2.95 miles

The "Rotary Riverfront Trail" por-
tion is 10’ wide with an asphalt sur-
face. Walkers, bicyclists and
rollerbladers can enjoy a smooth

walk/ride. The "Rotary Riverfront Trail" is a "daylight"
facility ONLY. Restrooms are provided at each end of
the riverfront section. Off-street parking facilities can also
be found at each end. The balance of the bikeway uti-
lizes the network of city streets. It passes many interesting
locations as the bikeway proceeds from the Southpoint
area of Washington back to Rennick Riverfront Park.
Please extend common courtesy to all bikeway users!

Lafayette Plaza
21 West Second Street
.1 acre: Second and Lafayette
Streets. Small picnic shelter and
flower garden center. A small park
in the downtown area.

Jerry J. Jasper Lakeview Park
#1 Lakeview Dr
41 acres: Grand Avenue. Four
lighted softball fields, 2 football
fields, 3 lighted soccer fields, rest-
room and concession stand build-
ings, walking trails and playground
equipment.

McLaughlin Field
1215 East Sixth Street
2.4 acres: Fulton and East Fifth
Streets. Lighted softball diamond,
concession stand and restroom fa-
cilities.

Optimist Park
2000 East Ninth Street
6 acres: East 9th Street and South-
bend Drive. 4 lighted tennis courts,
1 pavilion, a lighted multipurpose
court, playground equipment and
restroom facilities.

Riverview Park
2000 East Ninth Street
7 acres: Riverview Drive and West
way Drive. Undeveloped nature
area.

Washington City Park
205 High Street
13.9 acres: Second and High
Streets. Outdoor aquatic complex
with an Olympic size stainless steel
swimming pool and leisure pool,
civic center, 1 lighted pavilion,
lighted baseball diamond, conces-
sion stand, picnic areas, playground
equipment and restroom facilities.



There are so many Thank Yous to say, countless pats
on the back and tips of the hats as we mark the
completion of our first year of participation in the
national America in Bloom program and transition
into the upcoming year.

• To the sponsors of this book for their very gener-
ous cash donation: Bank of Washington, Bank of
Franklin County, Pepsi Cola Bottling Company,
Hellebusch Tool and Die and Missouri Natural Gas.
Your contributions have afforded us the opportunity
to print this carefully drafted composite of informa-
tion that will serve as an educational tool for resi-
dents and visitors, a guide for future projects, and a
means to inspire and encourage locals to continue
their commitments to local beautification efforts.

• A huge thank you to Dave Wehmeyer for his ex-
pert leadership every step of the way as he guided
us in crafting this wonderful Washington experience!

• Hillermann Nurs-
ery and Florist for
sponsoring the con-
tests for Yard of the
Month and Business
of the Month. They
covered all of the
costs of this exciting
endeavor including purchasing the signs, awarding
the gift certificates and supplies to run the program.

• Local contest judges who absorbed all costs of
supplies and for travel to and from sites all over this
beautiful city. The judges Sylvia Czeschin, Judy
Morrow, Sharon Jenicek, Carol Crane and Teresa
McPherson were joined by Marsha Riggs in June.
Additional assistance was given by Angie Blumhorst
and Sandi McDonald.

• Marie Unnerstall of The Beekeeper’s Cottage for
graciously donating two nights lodging for the na-
tional judges who came from California and Penn-
sylvania. The beautifully restored historic home was
a quiet site to rest and work.

• Ginger and Tony Meyers, of The Finishing Touch
by Ginger, prepared and donated four lovely gour-
met box lunch meals which were a delicious wel-
come for Evelyn and Diana, our national judges.

• Ralph and Kathy Gildehaus for volunteering to do
the airport run to pick up the judges and Mayor
Sandy Lucy for getting them safely back to St. Louis.

• Bob Jones of J & W Cycles for delivering and the
use of a Kawasaki Mule to allow judges and their
guides to tour Washington with ease.

• All those who led city tours and who provided in-
formation along the way: Mayor Sandy Lucy, Dave
Wehmeyer, Ralph Gildehaus, Mike Smith, Kevin
Quaethem, Andy Unerstall, Marc Houseman, Jay
Nowak, Sharon Monzyk, Jim Jackson, Bill Huber,
Rick Hopp, Bill Miller, Sr., Jerry Jasper and others
who assisted.

• We thank the local media who whole-
heartedly supported us including:

• The Missourian for its excellent and contin-
uing coverage.

• Jeanne Miller-Wood for graciously and
generously sharing her beautiful photos.

• Paul Hackbarth for his superb reporting.
• KLPW’s Diane Jones and Karen Stratman
for their positive, thorough interviews and
broadcasts.

• Robert Weaver of The Gateway Gardener
for the two-page “kick-off” article showcas-
ing Washington in this outstanding re-
gional publication.

Thank
You! Many

thanks alsogo to . . .



• Marilyn and Bill Eckelkamp provided a lovely
place for the judges to have a refreshing morning
break. Master Gardeners Sylvia Czeschin and
Judy Morrow served lemonade and cookies.
• American Bounty for the complimentary America
in Bloom beverage....flower and all!

• Marianne Schwane, Jean Weekley, Ginger
Meyers and Sally Bocklage prepared lunch for the
judges to enjoy before the fashion show at 306 Elm.
Models Mayor Sandy Lucy and Joette Reidy were
assisted by Georgene Buchman. Sylvia Czeschin
made two fresh floral arrangements to grace the ta-
bles which were set by Marsha Riggs and Charlene
Jackson.

• Angie Blumhorst and her sous chefs for prepar-
ing the delicious Farewell Dinner.

• Representatives from Girl Scout Troops
#2838 and #4968 who welcomed guests at the
Farewell Dinner, led the group in saying grace and
assisted in serving the meal. The bright-eyed scouts
were Brianna Stephens, Anna, Bonnie and Sarah
Eckelkamp and Lanie Calvin. Their leader, Tina
Eckelkamp, was assisted by Linda Mroz for the event.

• Dana Volkman and Jeff Marquart for leading the
student photographers with their projects.

• Susan Thomas and Wendy Wisdom for their ex-
pert and kind help putting photos into a Powerpoint
format to go with the written portion prepared by
Sally Bocklage to present at the America in Bloom
Educational Symposium.

• Silent auction items
were requested for the
October 6-8 sympo-
sium. Mayor Sandy
Lucy sprang into ac-
tion by graciously do-
nating a beautiful,
framed Gary R. Lucy
wildflower print which
attendees greatly

admired....and brought a “pretty price”!

• Paul and Sally Bocklage covered travel, lodging
and registration expenses as our representatives at
the National Educational Symposium in Alexandria,
Va and Washington DC.

Buy a Tee Shirt
and join our
Bloom’n Team!

Available for $10.00
at the Washington Parks
Department Office.

More
thankyous!

All materials appearing in the Washington in Bloom Booklet
and Supplement may not be reproduced without prior written

permission from the local America in Bloom Steering Committee.



Washington . . . in Bloom!

HTD
HELLEBUSCH

Tool & Die, Inc.
Injection Molds & Dies for the

Plastic & Die Cast Industry

OurSponsors


